Band-in-a-Box
Quick-Start Tutorial
Macintosh versions 7.0 or later
by Tom Rudolph

The Mac and Windows versions of Band-in-a-Box are somewhat different.
There is a separate tutorial for Windows. Email me at terudolph @aol.com for a copy of the
Windows version of this tutorial.

1. To enter a song in Band-in-a-Box (BIAB) start the program by clicking on the BIAB
icon

2. BIAB opens a blank song. Click on the word Untitled.

Click on the word
Untitled Jazz swing

C

R =

TIP: Before entering chord changes, number the measures in the printed music.

3. Enter the name of the song, the key and the desired tempo.
Tip: Press the Tab key to move from Box to Box.

Main Settings

Title: Alma Mater
Key F
(Ex. Bbm,F#) COTranspose? ﬂ
[J Embellish Chords? Tempo ——
(30..500) m Metronarns
To Sg—;r?zls'npo
[[ 0k ]] [Eancel ]

"y

* | usually uncheck the Embellish Chords box. BIAB will add chord embellishments
to selected chords if this box is checked.
* It is also possible to click the tempo in using the mouse by clicking 4 times on the
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icon of the metronome.
4. Entering chords. BIAB has a specific syntax for each chord. To view the list of chords:

From the Help menu, select Valid Chord list:

Overall description of program...
lersion ¥ new features!...

s5etting up MI0I1 Drums and Synth...
Entering and Saving songs...
Playing Songs...

Chord List... ™
Keyboard Commands...
Miscellaneous Tips...
Tech Support...

Panic! Al Notes Off!! £

LIST OF WAL ID CHORDS

(zan also put any chard over any root eg. C7h3/E)

Major Chords : C,CMAJ 06 CMAJT CMAJS CMAJIS, C5h, Caug O+, CMAJI#11, CMAJ13#11
Minor Chotds: Cr,Cmé Cm7 CmS Cmll Cmi13, Craug,Cm*S, CrMad?,

Half Drirninished: Crn7bS

Liminizhed: Cdim

Carninant Tth Chords :

C7 C7+ 0O+ C13+ C13,C7613 CT#11 C13%11 C7#11013 09 09613 C9%11 C13%11 C9%1 1b
12 C7b3 C13b9 CT0912,C709%1 1 C1369%11 CTLO#11013,C7%a C13%9 C7%9013 C9%11,01
ZHA¥1| CTH9¥1013 LT 1303,

CTbSb13 0905 090501 3 ,C7bS0S 0130509 CTbSh9b1 3 CT0S#9 C1305%S, CTRT #9013,

745 C13%5 CT#5%11 C13#5%11 Co#5 Co#S# ) CT#5p9 0134500 CT#5H0%1 1 C134500#
11 CT#5% C1Z#5#a# )

CTHSHa#1 ] C13¥a89%

Sustained Chotds:

Csus CPsus,09sus, C13sus, C7sush13 CTsus¥11013zuz %11, CPsus#*1 1013 ,C9%ush1 3,
Cozus*11 ,C13zuz*11, C9sus*11013, CTsush?, C13s0sh9 CTzusb13, CTsush3#11 CTsushT,
C13suzbS, C¥zusbSb1 3, CRzuzbS, CFsusbSbl 3, CTausb50S

C2 04,05 069 oTAlt

SHORTCUTS Cj(Cmaj7) Ch(Cm7bS) Cd (Cdim) Cf (C7bS) Cs (Tsus) C1(7alt)

Lo )

Chords must be typed in exactly as shown. Use shift + the number 3 for a sharp and the
letter b for a flat.
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BIAB is not case sensitive. It is ok to enter an Eb chord as eb.
5. Entering Chords:

Chords can be entered on beats 1, 2, 3 and 4. The cursor represents two beats of each
measure. To enter the F chord inms 1:

TIP: Always write in the measure numbers on the music you are entering.

* Type the letter F (it will appear in the box on the right of the screen)
* Press the Return key or the right arrow key
Tip: | recommend entering chords using the typewriter keyboard only.

To enter the chords is measure 2:

+ Enter the Bb chord (type bb).

* Press the Return or right arrow key

+ Enter the Bb chord followed by a comma and then the F chord: Bb,F. Then
press the right arrow key.

TIP: To erase a chord: move the cursor over the chord. Enter a space and
press the right arrow key or return key.

Enter the rest of the chords for Alma Mater.
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6. Setting the number of measures and style.

After the chords are entered, BIAB needs to know how long the piece is. Since Alma Mater
is 16 measures long:

+ Click on the 32 which represents the length of the piece.

v
F t=100{ 1 -32) 3

» Click on the number 16 in measure 16.

+ Set the number of times you want the piece to repeat. Click on the 3 and set the
number of choruses or times the piece will repeat. Select 1.

F  t=100(1 -32) ¥

+ Select the style for the piece. There are 24 basic styles. Select one from the S or
Style menu: BlM Hp user sty Jk

»Jazz swing
Country (triplet feel)
Country (sieteenth feel)
Bossa nova
Ethnic
Blues (shuffle)

Blues (even)
Waltz

Pop Ballad

Shuffle Rock

Light Rock
Medium Rock
Heavy Rock

Miami Sound (Latin)
Milly Pop

Funk

Jazz Waltz
Rhumba

Cha Cha

Bouncy 12/8

Irish

Pop Ballad 12/8
Country 12/8 (old)
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To select the other styles that are installed on the computer:

* Click the STY button. s

™~

All of the installed styles on the computer can be accessed. Additional
styles can be purchased or created from scratch. Refer to the manual
and the PGMusic web site for more information (www.pgmusic.com)

7. Save and play

BIAB can only load one song at a time. Be sure and save frequently. Choose Save from
the File menu to save to disk.

A

Play top Replay | Hold From Rec Lyrics § Notation
‘T =
Open ave MID ST Set. Solo Copy Print
e

Now the song is ready to play. Press the Play button. You should hear a piano, bass, and
drum part realized in the style you selected.

If you are not hearing sound, refer to the MIDI section of the BIAB manual. BIAB can be
played through a MIDI Keyboard (General MIDI recommended) or the computer’s
speaker as long as you are using a Power Macintosh or Multimedia PC with a SoundCard.
To get things working properly, check the following:

« If you are using a MIDI Keyboard consult the manual t be find out how to put it in
multi-timbral mode.

« If you are using the built-in sounds in the PC, select the proper drivers from the
MIDI menu.

Transposing the piece and changing the tempo:
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Click on the Letter Click on the upper portion of the t to
to transpose increase tempo by 1’s; the tempo
marking to increase/decrease by 5’s.

8. Recording a melody

The fastest way to record the melody is to play it on the MIDI keyboard. Press the Rec
button and play the melody.

Melodies can also be entered in step time using the notation window.
9. Muting individual instruments

+ Click on the M button at the top of the screen.
* Click on the instrument name to mute
* To un-mute: click on the M (mute) button and click the instrument name.
Shortcut (Mac): hold the CTRL key and click to mute or unmute an instrument
Shortcut (Win): Right click on the instrument name to mute or unmute it.

1=

[HI N Eombo] [ E==: | EEH] |
[l [Guitar | | Sol ] [String] [ Mel ][ Theu |

Drums are muted:
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10. Changing the timbres of instruments

* Click the desired instrument
« Click on the name f the sound and hold the mouse button. Scroll to the desired
instrument.

-
Accordian
Harmaonica

- Bandneon

Mylon String Guitar
Acoustic Guitar
Jazz Guitar

; Sop Benia Electric Strat Guit_ar
Electric Muted Guitar

n Save .10 - :
Over Drive Guitar
Distorted Guitar
Guitar Harmonics
Acoustic Bass
Fender Bass
Picked Bass
C Fretless Bass

Slap Bass #1

itled
5a nOva

11. Changing the volumes of various parts

* To increase the Melody: from the Mel (melody) menu select Increase Volume of
Melody

To adjust the volume of all parts:
+ Select the desired instrument

+ Click the Vol button
+ Click on the upper keyboard to set the volume - left = lower; right = higher.

DOIUT I~ a " DuUuH LINU Tiae ™Nailige |

Bas= %
[Strng | [_tel | [Thra |

12. Entering in 3/4 = select a 3/4 style - waltz or jazz waltz. Enter chords on the
first 3 beats of the measure only.
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13. Entering a pickup: Record while the drum count off is in progress (using a MIDI
keyboard).
14. More Band-in-a-Box skills....(refer to the manual for instructions)
* Creating a solo using the soloist function
- print solos in various keys
- limit the range of solos using the soloist editor (60= middle C)
+ Using the Melodist feature to compose an original song and melody
* Entering a Harmony

» Enter a DS al Coda

* Import a MIDI file.

15. Burning an Audio CD

* Windows Users see the steps listed in the Windows version of this tutorial - save
as WAV.

* Mac and Windows users — use iTunes to convert MIDI files to burn on a CD (free
download from www.apple.com/itunes).
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